
Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

Of the Village of Bergen at  

7:00pm on September 13
th

 2012 
 

The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Marsocci at 7:00pm with the 

following present: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper 

Trustee Barclay 

Trustee Morgante 

 

Trustee Adams was absent 

 

Also present were: Village Administrator Cortney Gale, DPW Supervisor Ken Steinmetz, Kevin 

Donovan, Ken Kuter, Kevin Finucane, Chris Fay, Grace Gallivan, Tom Williamson, and Joe MacConnell.  

 

Approval of Bills 

A motion to approve the bills was made by Deputy Mayor Cooper and seconded by Trustee Barclay.  The 

motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper- aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion to approve the meeting minutes for August 22
nd

 2012 was made by Trustee Barclay and 

seconded by Trustee Cooper.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

 Deputy Mayor Cooper- aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

Mayor’s Report 

 Cancelled trip to the NYCOM Fall Training School because of wife’s health. 

 Attended CPR class with village employees last week.  The village should consider 

purchasing a projector, lap top, or TV/DVD player for presentations and trainings. 

 Rene Vurraro was presented with the DBH Dalrymple Community Service Award at the 

MEUA Annual meeting on Wednesday August 30
th

.  She was unaware that she was 

receiving the reward and was very surprised. 

 Went down to Munger St. with Ken Steinmetz and Trustee Morgante to assess the 

drainage situation.  It needs more than a patch job.  I recommend that we look into having 

an engineer survey the street and give us an idea of what needs to be done.   

 

Administrator’s Report 

Sewer Bond 

 I have not received the Refunding Resolution from John Alessi.  The process is on track to be 

completed in mid-November. 

 



Apartment Available 

 Apartment 4 is still vacant.  Kirk and I reviewed the lease and the rental application and made 

some revisions.  I will be posting a sign in the office window and in the library that we have an 

opening. 

Electric 

 We had three shutoffs this month, they all came in to have it turned back on.   

 Electric bills will be going out Thursday September 20
th
 and are due October 10

th
. 

 We have reviewed each of our budget billing customers to update the amount they are paying.  

Each will receive a letter in the mail asking if they would like to continue budget billing at the 

new amount. 

NYCOM Fall Training School 

 I would like to thank the board for allowing me to attend another Fall Training School.  It is the 

only place to obtain information and contacts pertaining to the office.  I will give a more in depth 

report in the future as I just returned from Lake Placid a couple hours ago. 

 

DPW Supervisor’s Report 

 Last weekend we replaced a broken pole at Bonduelle with help from Churchville 

 The transformers are switched over and working well at the Hart development. 

 The replacement capacitors came in and were delivered to Salamanca last week. Once again the ability 

to borrow and replace equipment has resulted in a significant savings to the Village and no down 

time for Bonduelle 

 The underground project on Merriman road is ready as soon as the transformer arrives it will 

be installed (it should be here next week) 

 Our parking lots have been resealed and striped. The park and basketball 

courts are done as well. So far I have received very positive feedback. 

 The new loader is in and we are getting the old one prepped for the October 6
th 

auction. We will also be 

sending our old Kubota mower. 

 I spoke with Eric Wade from CSX about the crossing on route 19. He said NYSDOT has the permit 

ready but would like to coordinate with the culvert replacement at Peachy road. The contractor has had a 

delay with parts and may be up to 5 weeks before starting. Eric assured me that if it looks like more of a 

delay he will work on the project separate from the Peachy road culvert. 

 The Tulley renovation is coming together nicely with flooring scheduled for Sept ll
th
 then a little touch 

up and turn over on the 18th. 

 We are still addressing the foaming issues at the plant. With numerous e- mails and phone conversations it 

appears we are making forward progress on figuring out what is happening. We have a defoamer arriving 

Friday and Bruce had some sludge removed so that should reduce that. Also there is a consensus that 

there was a die off of our bugs. This could possibly be a result of a chemical or toxin release into the 

system. We will be writing up a guide to be in the newsletter explaining what can and cannot be flushed 

down the drain Hopefully this will prevent this from happening again. We also are trying to get our 

scour blower problem under control. Eric Weis and Chinh from Kruger are working on What we need and 

what we have. Hopefully we will have a working solution soon. 

  Last week we completed our CPR/AED training for the crew and also Rene', Tina and Ralph. During 

the course we learned about making sure our unit is in top working order. We found the unit we have 

which is located in the electric shop had an expired battery and pads. We should purchase new ones and 

get it back in service. This would be approximately$ 400.00 Also I am recommending we purchase a unit 

for the office. We now have trained personnel and since we are a public assembly area this would be an 

investment that could save lives. The Red Cross recommended unit is $1610.00. 



COE/ZEO 

Number of Inspections 10 

Number of Building Permits Issued 3 

Number of Building C.0 / C.0 Issued 3 

Number of Zoning Complaints Filed 3 

Number of Zoning Complaints Resolved 3 

Number of Appearance Tickets Issued 0 

Number of Fire Inspections 3 

 

 27 North Lake property compliance work has started back up with north face of building being 

stripped of loose material, next will be repair of brick corners then parge will take place to allow for 

a uniform surface. 

 Fire Inspections — There are 32 known buildings within the village limits that require either 

annual inspections or inspections once every three years. Thirty two buildings equates to several 

different occupancy types , some with mixed use some with single use , to date 12 buildings have 

been completed which easily equates conservatively 60 — 70 different inspections. 

 

Privilege of the Floor 

None 

 

Trustee Concerns 

Trustee Barclay’s Report 

Tulley Mural 

 I have received draft sketches and estimates for replacing the deteriorating mural on 

the exterior south wall of the Tulley Building from Wild Spirit  Creations of 

Dansville and Dogs Over the Moon  of Batavia; both estimates include an 8' X 20' 

mural being done on art board and attached to the wall. 

 I have prepared both proposals for board review along with the sketches. 

 In order to proceed with the mural and the grant application process, it is necessary 

that the board determine whether or not to move forward with the project, and what 

the monetary commitment will be to the project. 

Grants 

 I contacted Jean O'Connell and Gary Roulou concerning grant opportunities for an 

engineering study for Munger Street drainage and for consultant support for writing an 

updated Comprehensive Plan for the village. Gary will coming out by the end of 

September to discuss these opportunities. 

 The NYSCA Reach Grant program for Visual Arts Projects is the grant we are seeking 

for the Tulley Mural. The artist is sponsored by the village as the applicant for the grant. 

We can request up to $5000 with a demonstrated 30 — 50% match. Applications are 

due September 25, 2012. 

Village Tree Board 

 I have contacted all residents who will have trees planted in the village right of way as 

per the Village Tree Planting Program. The tree plantings are planned for September 

27 — October 5th. 

 The recertification application for Tree City is being completed; it includes Tree 

Board members, Tree Ordinance, annual "forestry" budget, Arbor Day/CAD plans 

and proclamation. 
 Next meeting is scheduled for September 17at 9am. 

Parks Master Plan. Committee 

 I have spoken with Peggy Swapceinski about how the Gillam Grant Program uses the 

village parks, and how they might be utilized over the next 5 years, and have collated 



park usage arranged through the village office over 2 years. 

 Anyone interested in assisting is welcome to join the committee; there is a great deal 

of work to be completed. 

 The committee moved the next date to October 2 at 7pm. 

Memorial for Tally 

 I have received estimates for the memorial plaque from International Bronze and 

American Custom Engraving Co. Each company has offered different products to 

choose from along with costs. Attachments for the board include the estimates. 

Historian 

 Ray MacConnell and I met to review historic records storage in the Records Storage 

room, and to discuss the options for the archive grant for historic records (March 2013 

application deadline). A plan needs to be in place in order to apply for the grant. 

 

New Business 

Mural Artist 

A motion was made by Trustee Morgante and seconded by Deputy Mayor Cooper to sponsor 

Sandy Hoffman to apply for the NYSCA Reach Grant for up to $5,000 to redo the mural on the 

side of the south side of the Tulley Building.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

2013 Fire Department Budget 

 Fire Department President Joe MacConnell presented the board with the 2013 Fire 

Department budget.  The increase to the village was $144.48.  Mr. MacConnell stated that they 

won’t be able to keep the cost down for much longer as costs of apparatus increases 5%-7% 

yearly. Replacing a fire truck would put them heavily in debt.  It will be necessary to increase the 

amount they put away each year in vehicle replacement. 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Cooper and seconded by Trustee Morgante to approve the 

Bergen Fire Department 2013 Budget.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante – aye 

 

Waste Water Treatment Plant  

 DPW employee Chris Fay addressed the board about the ongoing problems at the sewer 

plant.  Mr. Fay provided the board with photos of foam overflowing from the holding tanks.  The 

Board directed Mr. Steinmetz to meet with the parties involved in constructing the plant to find a 

resolution. 

 

Refuse Proposal 

 Mayor Marsocci reviewed his plan for free garbage pickup throughout the village.  The 

item was tabled to gather more information on the purchase of toters. 

 



Trustee Morgante’s Agenda Items 

 Trustee Morgante provided the board with 14 items that he feels should be addressed.  The board 

discussed the items at length.  Trustee Morgante feels that the Tulley building should be handled 

differently, and board should be more consistent with spending, as well as approach decisions in a more 

business like fashion. 

 

Old Business 

Memorial For Tally Almquist 

Trustee Barclay presented the Board with four options for plaques.  The board will review the options and 

decide at a later date. 

 

A motion was made to enter executive session at 9:18 and to authorize DPW Supervisor Ken Steinmetz to 

attend by Trustee Morgante and seconded by Deputy Mayor Cooper.  The motion was carried by the 

following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

A motion was made to exit executive session by Trustee Morgante and seconded by Trustee Barclay.  The 

motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Cooper and seconded by Trustee Barclay to adjourn the meeting.  

The motion was carried by the following vote: 

   

 Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 10:22pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cortney W. Gale 

Village Administrator 


