
Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

Of the Village of Bergen at  

7:00pm on August 8
th

 2012 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Marsocci at 7:00pm with the 

following present: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper 

Trustee Adams  

Trustee Barclay 

Trustee Morgante 

 

Also present were: Village Administrator Cortney Gale, DPW Supervisor Ken Steinmetz, Chris Fay, and 

Kevin Finucane. 

Approval of Bills 

A motion to approve the bills was made by Deputy Mayor Cooper and seconded by Trustee Barclay.  The 

motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper- aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion to approve the meeting minutes for July 25
th
 2012 was made by Trustee Adams and seconded 

by Deputy Mayor Cooper.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

 Mayor Marsocci- aye 

 Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Barclay - abstain 

 Trustee Morgante - abstain 

Mayor’s Report 

 I tried to get IEEP to increase the incentive on their replacement window program from $25/window 

to $100/window. I believed the extra amount would incent our residents to take the program 

seriously. IEEP said that the window program does not save enough energy to support increasing the 

incentive. 

 I attended the 20
th
 Anniversary of Bergen Meadows on August 1 st. Mrs. Robinson is the only 

original resident still there. The employees and staff were thankful for all the support the Town and 

Village gives them. 

 I met with Michael Gardiner, VP of Operations for Farm Fresh First. Michael is in charge of the 

vegetable and waste haulers which are servicing Bonduelle. He assured me that they will be doing their 

best to keep the trucks covered and will drain the waste better to ensure clean roads and less smell. 

 I attended the Monroe County Water Authority Symposium on August 2
nd

.
 
it was very interesting to 

tour the operation and learn about the business of producing water. They service over 3500 miles of 

pipe and produce 20 billion gallons of water a year — all with 200 employees. 



 I have been working with the Sheriff's department to address concerns by our community 

members in regards to traffic and other offenses. We are working to identify areas of concern 

within the Village that require regular patrol. 

 

Administrator’s  

Electric & Sewer Billing/Shutoffs 

 Electric bills are due today, August 8
th
. Shut off day was yesterday, August 7

th
 and there were two 

residents shut off. 

 Sewer bills are due August 30
th
. 

Refuse Bidding 

 The bid for refuse collection and recycling services was extended to August 20
th
 to allow a third 

bidder to participate.  Our procurement policy and New York State requires three bids even if one 

is a “decline to bid”.  An additional advertisement was placed in the Daily News. I notified Waste 

Management and Herberle Disposal by email. 

Accounting/Audit 

 The final copy of the Office of the State Comptroller Audit has been received.  It is necessary to 

post a notice in the paper that a copy is available for viewing at the Village Office. I will post the 

notice and audit on-line as well. 

Logo 

 There are a few local residents that have expressed interest in designing a logo.  When they 

submit their work I will pass them on to the Board.  The individual who makes signs for Genesee 

County is willing to take any design and produce it digitally at no charge.   

Sewer Bond 

 The Village Bond Council, John Alessi, sent information regarding the adoption of procedures 

and a resolution that are necessary for the issuance of the sewer bond.  The information is in your 

packets.  I will place the resolution and procedures on the agenda for the next meeting. 

Miscellaneous 

 I am taking August 16
th
 off for the Van Hulburt Memorial Golf Tournament for which I am co-

chair and August 24
th
 through September 3

rd
 for vacation. 

 Bonduelle is currently processing corn and using approximately 900 amp, which is average for 

August.  We expect usage to increase to nearly 1300 amp in September. 

 We found out that the owner of 38 N Lake Ave is deceased.  An individual who claims to have 

inherited the house but only recently been notified came in the office.  It appears that an executor 

set up escrow to pay taxes.  I obtained contact information; she is pursuing legal action to obtain 

possession of the house. 

 

DPW Supervisor’s Report 

 Joe and Nick replaced capacitor that feeds Bonduelle last week. This was done on Bonduelle’s off 

day so the job was completed without any downtime for the plant. The important thing is that 

they did the calculations and found one that was in stock in another Village. After picking it up 

they rewired and installed it and saved costly engineering fees and time. 

 After last week’s storms we had no problems or interruption of service. Other neighboring muni’s 

got called out multiple times. 

 Work on Meriman road continues with the replacement of conduit elbows and trenching for 

underground lines. With this completed we will be assisting the town and Riga to resurface the 

road which is jointly owned by the three of us. 

 The parking lot planter has been cleaned out and will be replanted in the next couple of weeks. 



 We did an extra brush pick-up this week due to volume and to prepare for the 5k race this 

weekend. 

 Catch basin cleaning is in progress with help from Churchville and their equipment. 

 The renovations in the Tulley building are progressing very well, the drywall is all installed and 

being finished and ceilings and flooring to follow. 

 The plant is running with both trains after replacing the flow meter. We are still having a problem 

with excessive foaming but now that we have both trains running we can focus on that. 

 The permeate pump is rebuilt and reinstalled. I had Seiwart equipment out to laser align it and it 

is back in service. We also ordered a set of replacement parts (as recommended by the 

manufacturer) to facilitate less down time for repairs. 

 Kruger will be at the plant to do the contracted tech check work. This will be to go over MBR 

equipment and accessories, permeate pumps, and controls and make any adjustments that are 

needed. They will have their service technician and Chinh, the project engineer on site to go over 

all of our issues and concerns. Bruce and I are working on a timeline and list to go over. 

Hopefully this should resolve the problems we have had.   

 On August 13
th
 we will be milling Gates street from rt. 19 to Church Street. On August 22nd or 

29
th
 we will be repaving the entire street with the help of the Town of Bergen and the Genesee 

County Highway department. 

 Our new portable radar sign is up and running at the curve by the fire hall. Already we have 

gotten a lot of positive feedback while the system is being used. We budgeted for two permanent 

ones to be purchased and would like to go ahead and get them ordered. 

 I would like to bring up the squirt boom truck to replace the electric pick-up truck. I feel this 

would be a great addition to our fleet and increase our efficiency.   

 The loader bids are in and I would like to recommend we go forward with the purchase of the Cat 

908-h (see handout) 

I would also like to bring up the replacement of the Toyota. (see other handout)                  

 

CEO/ZEO 

Number of Inspections   17 

Number of Building Permits Issued  1 

Number of Building CO/CC Issues  2 

Number of Zoning Complaints Files  0 

Number of Zoning Complaints Resolved 6 

Number of Appearance Tickets Issues 0 

Number of Fire Inspections   2 

 

Privilege of the Floor 

None 

 

Trustee Concerns 

Trustee Adams 

 Is contacting an individual to work on a village Logo 

 Inquired is the Electric Study been completed and if it was paid for?  

 Thanked Mr. Gale for providing information regarding garbage tag sales, pointed out that 

there was a $5,000 decrease in sales between fiscal year 2011-12 and previous years.  

 Asked Mr. Gale to inquire with Mr. Kuter how many Fire Inspections have been completed. 

 



Mayor Marsocci stated that the study had not been given to the Village yet.  Mr. Gale was asked to 

verify if the study was paid for in advance. 

 

Trustee Barclay 

Grants 

 I am working with Jessica Mitrovits of J. O'Connell and Assoc on the NYSCA Decentralization 

Re-grants for Individual Artists, Non-Profits and Government Agencies. This grant is associated 

with the work to be done on the Tulley exterior mural. The grant requires a great deal of village 

information which we are providing to her. 

 I attended the required informational meeting for the grant in Batavia on Tuesday, July 31st. 

 A required letter of intent will be submitted before the August 28
th
 deadline. 

 Mural 

 I contacted a national mural artist organization called Find a Muralist and received several 

responses from artists interested in the mural project. Ginny and I met with an artist from Batavia 

who is submitting a sketch and estimate next week, 

 I met with Dick Partridge to look through the collection of historic postcards to choose several 

options for the development of the mural. 

Village Tree Board 

 The Tree Board met on July 17
th

 at 9:30am to plan for the Mill Seat Open House, discuss 

plantings for Tree Program (fall plantings) , further options for the Elm Tree fundraiser, and 

continuing the village tree survey. 

 Ed Adams and I set up an informational table at the Mil Seat Open House on July 26
th

. It was a 

successful opportunity to promote the mission of the village Tree Board and Tree City. 
Parks Master Plan Committee 

 The committee met on August 7
th 

to review the data received from 67 returned surveys (copies 

attached for board members). The information is being used to inform the 5 year plan being 

written by the committee. 

 Tasks to be completed by the next meeting (Sept 11) include a draft mission statement based on 

the survey information, draft outline of Master Plan, draft of park map, draft of appendix. 

Tulley Building 

 Kirk is doing a commendable job on the new office space 

 I will be meeting with Ken to review estimates for exterior work on the building when they are 

submitted. 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper 

 Any new information from CSX regarding the repair of the Lake Avenue railroad crossing? 

 

Mayor Marsocci said that work is slated to begin in month, CSX will be working in Churchville’s 

crossings first. 

 

New Business 

Memorial for F. Eileen “Tally” Almquist 

“Tally”  

by Trustee Anna Marie Barclay 

The Village of Bergen has lost a wonderful friend, a "treasure" whose energy, hard work, 

and dedication secured for us our library, the inclusion of our downtown buildings on the 

National Historic Register, village park designations, and Bergen Swamp recognition. 

Through her writings she gave us an invaluable look into our past. As Village Historian, 

she shared at board meetings pieces of our history and projects she was working on. 

She'd always ask; "anything else you want me to work on?" 

A wealth of information was Tally; anytime a project was being worked on that required 

background facts, a request to her for information would be answered by "sure, it may 



take me a little time, but I'll find it"! And.....she did.  

Tally told us stories of our past, she helped put our tasks and responsibilities into 

perspective, helped us recognize how what happened in the years before should inform 

our future 

Thank you for the legacy, the knowledge of the history that is Bergen; something for us 

to be proud of, something to build on, something to remember. 

 

 The Board discussed memorials for Tally, and will bring together more ideas at the next 

meeting. 

 

Award of Loader Bid 

A motion was made by Trustee Barclay and seconded by Trustee Morgante to award the bid for 

a new loader to Cat in the amount of $85,750.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 
 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante – aye 

 

Replacement of DPW Supervisors Vehicle 
 A motion was made by Trustee Adams and seconded by Trustee Barclay to purchase a 2013 Chevy 

Silverado Hybrid to replace the 2007 Toyota Highlander Hybrid in the amount of $35,880.  The motion 

was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante – aye 
 

Old Business 

 

Electric Lift “Squirt Boom” Truck 

After discussion the board elected to turn down the request for the lift truck without need of a vote. 

 

Executive Session 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Cooper and seconded by Trustee Barclay to enter into executive 

session at 7:57pm.  Employees Chris Fay and Kevin Finucane requested to speak to the Board privately 

regarding their employment.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Adams and seconded by Trustee Barclay to exit Executive Session at 

9:07pm the motion was carried by the following vote: 

 



 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Morgante and seconded by Deputy Mayor Cooper to adjourn the meeting.  

The motion was carried by the following vote: 

   

 Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cortney W. Gale 

Village Administrator 


