
Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

Of the Village of Bergen at  

7:00pm on June 13
th

 2012 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Marsocci at 7:00pm with the 

following present: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper  

Trustee Adams  

Trustee Barclay 

Trustee Morgante 

 

Also present were: Village Administrator Cortney Gale, DPW Supervisor Ken Steinmetz, Tina Wilcox, 

Grace Gallivan, Kenneth Steinmetz, Coty Steinmetz, Chris Fay, John Murray and Tally Almquist 

 

Approval of Bills 

 

A motion to approve the bills with the addition of the return of an electric deposit was made by Trustee 

Barclay and seconded by Deputy Mayor Cooper.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper- aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion to approve the meeting minutes for May 23
rd

 2012 was made by Deputy Mayor Cooper and 

seconded by Trustee Barclay.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

 Deputy Mayor Cooper- aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

Mayor’s Report 

Police Protection 

 Genesee County Sheriffs are back on scheduled patrols.  I spoke to Sergeant Walker 

about patrolling the area during non-scheduled times like every other village.  He assured 

me that we would get regular coverage as well as the extra patrols the Village pays for. 

 Spoke to State Police about their patrols of the area.  They were under the assumption 

that we paid the Sheriff’s department for 24 hour coverage.  Now that they know that 

isn’t the case they have once again scheduled regular patrols. 

Bonduelle 

 The Bonduelle factory started up a little sooner than anticipated due to the weather.  Nick 

and Joe are in regular contact with plant manager Jim Newcomb regarding power usage. 

 



Munger St Drainage 

 Before we look into paying for reconstruction of Munger Street the State should be 

contacted to discuss Buffalo Road’s part in the drainage problem. 

 The state partially addressed the situation by digging the ditch on the East side of Buffalo 

Road deeper. 

IEEP Programs 

 Insulation program has more money remaining than expected.  NYPA didn’t inform the 

Village or IEEP that they withheld 10% of the funds until the project was over 60% 

complete.   

 There is a new program that would benefit businesses in the village that use coolers.  The 

program will replace old condensers, lighting and uses programmable thermostats to 

reduce temperature on off hours.   

 A thought for down the road, with the increase of electric cars there is a push to create 

places for the cars to “fill up”  

Park Festival 

 A big thanks to the BBCA and everyone who helped during the Bergen Park Festival.  It 

was very successful.  Next year it will be even bigger with the celebration of the Town’s 

200
th

 anniversary. 

 

Administrator’s Report 

Electric & Sewer Billing/Shutoffs 

 Electric Bills will be sent out Thursday June 21
st
  

 Shutoff notices will be mailed June 15
th
,  shutoff day is June 30

th
  

 Sewer Bills were due May 31st 

Property Taxes 

Tax Bills are rolling in and are due on June 30
th
.  Payments made after June 30

th
 will receive a 

penalty.  If payment is not made by November they are sent to the County to be placed on 

Town/County taxes. 

Accounting and Reporting 

 The monthly reports and reconciliations have been completed for May.  

 Year end procedures have begun.  June and July will be a busy time closing the books on the 

2011-2012 Fiscal year and completing the AUD.   

 I don’t foresee a need to ask for an extension for the AUD this year.  The PSC report should be 

completed shortly after the AUD , about eight months early, now that we have a process in place. 

Cell Tower 

I spoke to Kris Vurraro about the Cell Tower proposal.  He has extensive experience working for 

municipalities and land owners in this matter.  He believes that he can negotiate a higher increase 

for rent. 

HealthCare 

Representatives from FlexCare provided information that could save the Village on healthcare 

costs.  It is similar to the High Deductable insurance policies that we have discussed before.  The 

savings to the Village is estimated at $8,000. The savings assumes the worst case scenario that 

each employee uses all the funds that the Village puts into the Health Reimbursement Account.  

The proposal also used 2012 Teamster rates, not 2013, which will show further savings. 

NIMS 

National Incident Management System is a proactive approach to guide municipalities and other 

agencies to manage disaster type events.  The program is through FEMA.  If an incident happens 



and the Board hasn’t taken at least the first level of the course the Village wouldn’t be eligible for 

FEMA relief funds.  Also, there are grants that require the NIMS course.  The course is available 

on-line. 

Computing 

I would like the board to consider entering into a one year service contract with Level 1 PC.  We 

have been working on an as needed base.  The contract would be for $2,100 which is $175 a 

month and is less than half of what we budgeted for.   

 

Trustee Barclay’s Report 

Grants 

 LGRMIF Grant 

1.     Lisa Campbell and I have completed all work required through the grant application for 

our Records Center (outdated documents have been discarded according to the MU1 

manual, active documents have been sorted and filed according to the MU1, historic 

documents and maps have been filed to await future work to be done via a grant for historic 

records and maps, active and discarded documents have been entered in the data base, a 

procedural manual has been completed, and the staff has been trained). 

2.    I have sent Lisa a letter of appreciation for her hard work and dedication. 

3.    I have completed the expenditure forms and am continuing to work on the final 

narrative (glitches in the website).  I will meet with Cortney (RMO) to review materials 

before submitting them to the state. 

Main Street Grant 

1.    Property owners in the Historic District have submitted their paperwork and it has been   

forwarded to the grant writers. 

2.    I have been working with Tom Lajewski (grants) and Cortney G. on seeking support 

letters and additional information for the process.  I have contacted several possible 

organizations and individuals for support letters. 

 Mural – We are researching options for grants for the mural on the South wall of Tulley Building. 

Munger Street Drainage  

1.    I contacted Jean O’Connell concerning the Community Development Block Grant for 

this project (unfortunately we do not qualify) but another option may be for the Village to 

look into a long-term, low-interest loan from USDA Rural Development. There is an 

application process for these loans, but the terms are based on the Census poverty data for 

the community and are not competitive (just based on availability of funds). USDA is still 

using the 2000 Census for this data, so we’ve seen the rates as low as 2% for a 38 year term. 

An engineering report is required to apply for the loan. 

Village Tree Board 

 A booth was set up at Park Days to share information concerning our Tree City designation, 

Arbor Day, the village Tree planting program, etc.  I spent the day with Tree Bd members, Mark 

Gooding (DEC), and Triangle members who sponsored our fund raiser for the Liberty Elm Tree. 

Cheryl Witman won the Bonsai Tree.  Thank you to all the Tree Board Members and the Triangle 

Club.   

 Mark Gooding was very complimentary of what the Tree Board has accomplished in such a short 

time. 

 A tree inventory of Munger Street will be done by AP High School students on Friday afternoon. 

Park Days  

 Many thanks to the Park Day Committee, Ken and the DPW staff and everyone that worked to 

make the park a place to be proud of , and an event enjoyed by the community! 

 High School Art  

 I delivered the certificates and savings bond applications to Sally Mech so they could be awarded 

to the students for their art pieces (to be displayed in the village office area) during the awards 

assembly at the HS 

Parks Master Plan 



 I met with Ken S (DPW), Ken and Coty Steinmetz to begin the development of the Village of 

Bergen Parks Master plan.  We put together a Park Survey to be sent to residents in order to 

advise the direction of the plan.  If the board approves, we will send the survey out with the next 

electric bill. 

 I met with Vicki Almquist (Planning Board) to review the survey and to discuss working with the 

Planning Board on the Parks Master Plan, and to begin discussion on how to approach updating 

the Town/Village Comprehensive Plan. 

 Residential Rehab Opportunity 

 I had the opportunity to discuss grants with Bob Bausch (County Legislator) and he mentioned a 

possible program geared toward residential rehab projects with property tax exemptions.  More 

work is to be done on the program, and he will keep us updated on how the Village of Bergen 

might be able to participate.   

 

CEO/ZEO Report 

Number of Inspections 12 

Number of Building Permits Issued 2 

Number of Building C.0 / C.0 Issued 1 

Number of Zoning Complaints Filed 0 

Number of Zoning Complaints Resolved 0 

Number of Appearance Tickets Issued 0 

Number of Fire Inspections 2 

 

Increase in non compliance of yard area's (tall grasses) and illegal swimming pools, so far I have been able 

to achieve compliance without formal action. 

Continue to follow up on past open permits that need to be completed and closed out. 

 

DPW Supervisor’s Report 

 Placement of Electric Poles in park is complete.  I suggest that the wires are run underground to 

save money in the future. 

 Electricians were in Churchville to help them switch voltage. 

 Clean up for Park Days went well 

 Sewer Plant is doing well after a few issues.  Koester coming in to do preventative maintenance 

and training 

 Highway Superintendents’ School was very informative, I was able to make new contacts 

 Kirk will begin to work on the Tulley Building now that Chris is freed up from doing septic 

tanks. 

 

Historian 

Historian Tally Almquist reported to the Board that she is done working on the Fire Department.  She was 

able to gather information about how many calls the department gets each year and noted that for a small 

fire department they do a great job answering so many calls.  Tally is starting to gather information for the 

Town’s 200
th
 Anniversary to include events before the Town was established. 

 

Privilege of the Floor 

Resident Kenneth Steinmetz thanked everyone who helped the BBCA during the Bergen Park Fesitval, as 

a new resident it was his first time attending.   

 



Employee Chris Fay brought to the Board’s attention the great job Kevin Finucane does for the Village 

and that he doesn’t get the recognition that he deserves. 

 

Trustee Concerns 

Trustee Adams 

 The Mill Seat Landfill open house is July 26
th
 from 4:00PM-7:00PM.  Would like to recommend 

that the Historian and Tree Board have booths at the event. 

 The grass seeding that was done to repair lawns after the underground electrical project was 

completed at the Hart Subdivision was done poorly.  The grass isn’t growing as well as the 

seeding that was done by hand. 

 Every year we pay for a roll off dumpster for Bergen Park Festival, next year we should ask 

Waste Management to provide one free of charge. 

 Churchville is having their annual “Walk Around” event on June 14
th
 from 4:00pm-7:00pm 

 Feels that Trustee Morgante would be a good person to head the effort to reconstruct Munger St 

because he lives on the street and he may be able to use contacts he has from his work travels. 

 Tom Williamson expressed interest in being a member of the planning board. 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper 

 Trustee Adams and I are meeting with the Union representatives on Monday June 18
th
 at 5:00pm.  

They have yet to send the healthcare information that they promised. 

 

New Business 

Electric Budget 

 At the 6:00pm work session Village Accountant Bob Fox and Mr. Gale reviewed with the board 

the proposed electric budget.  The Electric Lineman asked the Board to include into the budget a 

“squirtboom” which is a truck that is smaller than their work truck that would allow them access to areas 

the larger truck wouldn’t.  The cost of the truck would be approximately $120,000.  The Board gathered 

information and will discuss further at the next meeting. 

 

Bond Refinance 

 Mr. Gale presented information to the Board about refinancing the $1,705,000 Bond.  Jeff Smith 

from Municipal Solutions projects the Village will save $86,000 in interest over the life of the Bond by 

refinancing.  The Board gave Mr. Gale permission to proceed with the refinance. 

 

Workday Resolution 

 New York State Retirement requires each Municipality to define their workday in a resolution.  

They asked that changes be made to the Village’s current resolution.   

 

A motion was made by Trustee Barclay and seconded by Deputy Mayor Cooper to pass the Workday 

Resolution.  The motion passed by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

Old Business 

Refuse Collection 



 Trustee Adams asked if there is anything happening with the refuse collection issue or should the 

Village award the contract to Heberle.  Mayor Marsocci would like to put it out to bid to a smaller 

contractor to see what the cost would be.  The Board agreed to put it out to bid. 

 

CSX Railroad Crossing 

 The railroad crossing on route 19 has become very rough.  The Board discussed options to 

persuade CSX to fix the crossing.  Mr. Gale was asked to call Brockport to see how they were able to get 

their crossing fixed. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Barclay and seconded by Deputy Mayor Cooper to adjourn the meeting.  

The motion was carried by the following vote: 

   

 Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cortney W. Gale 

Village Administrator 


