
Public Hearing & Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

Of the Village of Bergen at  

6:30pm May 23
rd

 2012 

 

A  Public Hearing for the 2012-2013 General & Sewer Budgets was called to order by Mayor Marsocci at 

6:30pm with the following present: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper  

Trustee Adams  

Trustee Barclay 

Trustee Morgante 

 

Also present were: Village Administrator Cortney Gale, DPW Supervisor Ken Steinmetz, Kevin 

Donovan, Grace Gallivan, Don Cunningham, Tina Wilcox, Ken A Steinmetz, and Coty Steinmentz. 

 

Public Comment: 

 

Resident and Town of Bergen Supervisor Don Cunningham asked questions regarding several items in 

the budget that are expecting reductions.  Cunningham asked for explanations for the decreased sanitation 

expense in the Sewer Budget. Mr. Steinmetz explained that last year’s budget included the purchase of a 

truck and this year’s does not.  The other reductions were tied to creating an equipment reserve to pay for 

equipment purchases instead of budgeting for them in appropriation lines.  Revenue in the sewer fund 

decreased due to a one time connection fee from the school in the 2011-12 budget. 

 

Resident Grace Gallivan questioned the cell phone stipend that was placed in the budget for trustees. She 

feels that $50 per month per Trustee is excessive.  She feels that it wouldn’t increase productivity and is 

an unnecessary expenditure. 

 

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:00pm and the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was 

opened. 

Approval of Bills 

 

A motion to approve the bills was made by Trustee Barclay and seconded by Trustee Cooper.  The 

motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper- aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion to approve the meeting minutes for May 9
th
 was made by Trustee Cooper and seconded by 

Trustee Barclay.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

 Deputy Mayor Cooper- aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 



 Trustee Morgante – aye 

 

Mayor’s Report 

 Tree planted in Hickory Park near basketball court.  It’s not for a memorial but was 

planted for Eric Wahl. 

 Genesee County Sheriff’s department over scheduled last year patrols leaving none for 

May.  Steps have been taken to ensure there are patrols this month, Sgt. Walker will 

make sure the schedule is followed by the officers. 

 Community Action Day went very well with 36 people in attendance.  Thank you to 

everyone who helped. 

 NYMPA meeting was very informative.  They expect that Hydro power will cost more 

due to the low water levels.  Production of electricity by natural gas have been increasing 

at an affordable level. IEEP is performing energy audits for businesses.  Governor 

Cuomo has proposed an “energy highway” from Canada to supply cheaper electricity to 

New York State.  NYMPA and MEUA oppose the idea because it will put small 

manufactures in the state out of business. 

 

Deputy Mayor Report 

Joint Town/Village Meeting 

 Met on Monday May 21
st
  

 Discussed a possible joint Community Action Day 

 They are also receiving complaints about the railroad crossing. They discussed how to persuade 

CSX to fix the rough railroad crossing on Lake Ave. 

 Deputy Town Supervisor Joe Nenni received a request from Gilliam Grant to place Porta-poties 

by the soccer field at the Fire Station.  They should be placed in a place that isn’t visible to 

residents on Hunter St. 

Notification to place Flag’s at half staff 

 The village isn’t being notified when orders are given to place Flags at half staff.  Mr. Gale spoke 

to David Henry from the American Legion to be placed on a list to be notified. 

 Received a call from a resident, I informed Ken Steinmetz to make the change quickly. 

Tables at Greg’ry’s Bakery 

 Was asked again by the owners of Greg’ry’s Bakery if they could place tables on the sidewalk for 

patrons to eat. 

Union Negotiations 

 Meeting with the Union is scheduled for June 18
th
.  Have not heard back from them regarding 

health insurance rates. 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper thanked the office staff for putting together a great budget packet with binding and 

colored graphs. 

 

The board did not have objections to the placement of tables on the sidewalk as long regulations are 

followed. 

 

Administrator’s Report 

Electric & Sewer Billing/Shutoffs 

 Electric Bills were sent out Tuesday May 22
nd

   

 Shutoff notices were mailed May 15th  shutoff day is May 31
st
  



 Sewer Bills are due May 31st 

Property Taxes 

 Property Tax bills have been received from the county.  They came stuffed and sealed in 

envelopes, we only need to put stamps on them before we mail them on May 31
st
.  Payment is 

due June 31
st
 

Accounting and Reporting 

 Year end procedures have begun.  Bob Fox was in the office on Thursday May 10
th
 working with 

us on the process.  He has agreed to attend the June 13
th
 Board meeting to review the Electric 

Budget and discuss the use of Unappropriated Fund Balance. 

 The monthly reports and reconciliations have been completed for April. 

 Constitutional Tax Limit form (CTL) will be submitted along with the General & Sewer Budgets 

to the Office of the State Comptroller tomorrow. 

Bonds 

 All the May bond payments have been made.   

 I spoke to Jeff Smith about refinancing the $1,705,000 Bond.  He is getting the most current rates 

from a refunding they are doing tomorrow and will be meeting with me on Thursday May 31
st
 at 

2:00pm. 

Meetings/Training 

 Mr. Steinmetz, Mrs. Barclay, and I attended a seminar for the new Consolidated Funding 

Application (CFA) process for grants on Wednesday May 16
th
 2012.  On Tuesday May 22

nd
 we 

met with Thomas Lajewski from J.O’Connell & Associates and interested parties for the Main 

Street Grant. 

 I met with representatives from Flexcare this afternoon regarding healthcare.  They are putting 

together some numbers of what they can offer compared to the Teamster plan. 

 I plan on attending the Finger Lakes Regional Economic Development Council (FLREDC) 

seminar on May 30
th
 at Genesee Community College.  If anyone else would like to attend let me 

know and I will get you signed up. 

 

DPW Supervisor’s Report 

 The new fence has been installed in Hickory Park. We will also be installing 2 new backboards 

and doing some painting. The bollards blocking the driveway have been removed and a chain and 

lock have been installed. After park days we are planning to close off the access through Mr. 

Howard’s driveway and across the grass. 

 We will also be replacing the fencing on Buffalo St. at the culvert. 

   C.A.D. went very well, thank you to Joe and Bruce for their assistance. We have a couple of 

boxes at the DPW building. to be assembled and then they will be placed also. 

 The pavers and benches have been installed at Carpenter and Zuber Parks and also a couple of 

fountain cherry trees were planted. 

 The flags are out for Memorial Day. 

 Sewer plant running well, we are waiting on confirmation from Eric for flow meter replacement. 

 Septic tank pumping is going extremely well, over 70 out of 120 are done and the rest are on 

schedule. Great job Bruce and Chris. 

 Nick and Chris completed gps/gis training and will enhance use of our system. 

 The bucket truck is back in service. 

 Joe and Nick are acquiring additional bids for the sale of our old transformers. 

 Would like to use remaining funds in snow removal account to purchase a mobile speed sign.  

This would be in addition to the two that are budgeted for 2012-2013. 

 



Trustee Barclay asked how much the mobile speed sign cost, Mr. Steinmetz responded that it would be 

$3,400 and there is currently a balance of $14,000 in the account. 

 

Resident Kevin Donovan asked if three speed signs would be too many for a small village. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Morgante and seconded by trustee Barclay to purchase a mobile speed 

sign.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

Trustee Barclay’s Report 

LGRMIF Grant 

 Lisa Campbell and I have completed the active file data base for the current documents stored in 

the archive storage room, and have started in "destroyed" file. The destroyed file contains 

documentation of all the files that reached their retention limit and have been destroyed. 

 I am preparing the final project narrative, final budget, and final statistical report. 

Village Tree Board 

 Members of the Tree Board (Rene' Vurraro, Ed Adams, and I) met on April 14
th
 to finalize plans 

for CAD, discuss preparation for Park Day. 

 I spoke to Ranger Mark Gooding to finalize his participation in our Park Day demonstrations for 

Tree City activities. 

CAD (Community Action Day) 

 Ed Adams and I worked with the Daycare groups at the Methodist Church on Thursday, May 17
th
 

to encourage their interest in plants as they potted marigold seeds. 

 Over 40 participants took part in our Community Action Day Plantings; we raised out Tree City 

Flag, planted pots for the village flower boxes, hanging pots, and Carpenter park fountain, held an 

Arbor Day Tree Planting ceremony in Carpenter Park which included burying a time capsule. 

Thank you to Ken Steinmetz, Joe Chimino, and Bruce Partridge, and all participants. 

Town/Village Relations Committee 

 Paul Cooper and I met with Joe Nenni and Belinda Grant on May 21
st
; we discussed grants, the 

possibility of the town and village working together on Community Action Day with Day of 

Caring, portable potties at the soccer field, water district. Next meeting is July 23 at 7pm. 

High School Art 

 Sally Mech is working with students and HS principal to work out a time and place to present   

their art work to the village and receive their savings bonds.  

Grants 

 Cortney Gale, Ken Steinmetz (and Cody) and I attended a CFA (consolidated funding application) 

workshop at the MAG on May 22
nd

 which gave an overview of all the grant options covered under 

this "Umbrella" application. Our current focus is the Main Street Grant, but there are opportunities 

for parks green innovation, and infrastructure for us to investigate. 

 Tom Lajawski (J O'Connell and Assoc) met with Cortney G, Ken S., Dave Henry (Legion), 

Gerta Cassara (Morgan's), Kelly (Ralph and Rosie's) to discuss aspects of the Main Street Grant 

and how we can apply. Individual proposals are due by June 8th. 
Parks Master Plan 

 I have begun work on a draft Parks master Plan using the Gate Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan and other similar ones as reference. 

 

 



Privilege of the Floor 

Ken A. Steinmetz – Mr. Steinmetz, son of DPW Supervisor Ken Steinmentz, stated that Community 

Action Day was excellent, and well run.  As a new resident of the Village he was very impressed and 

looks forward to the next one. 

Trustee Concerns 

Trustee Adams  

 Memorial Day Parade starts at 9:30 and proceeds to St. Brigid’s cemetery. 

 Asked Mayor Marsocci to look into the startup date for the Bonduelle Factory.  

 Is the Post Office closing? 

 Asked Mr. Gale to see if there are any openings that need to be filled on the Planning & Zoning 

Boards? 

 Newsletter has been short on information in the past couple issues, would it be better to have the 

newsletter quarterly?   

 

New Business 

2012-2013 Budget 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Cooper and seconded by Trustee Morgante to approve the General 

& Sewer Budgets for the fiscal year ending May 31
st
 2013.  The Motion was carried by the following 

vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – nay 

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

Trustee Adams asked that it be added to the minutes that she voted against the budget because of the Cell 

Phone stipend for the trustees and increase in employee wages. 

 

Fixed Rate TCC 

Mr. Gale informed the Board of the yearly purchase of Transmission Line insurance, because the Village 

is situated in a low congestion area only two units are necessary.  The insurance would pay for to redirect 

electricity through lines not owned by the Village.  The cost is $859.16. 

 

Main Street Grant Resolution 

RESOLVED: 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Bergen intends to submit a grant application to the New York State Office of 

Community Renewal New York Main Street grant program for the purpose of securing funds to assist 

business district property owners within the Village with renovations for façade, commercial, and 

residential unit improvements per the design standards of the Village of Bergen Codes and building 

renovations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Bergen is committed to and supports the revitalization efforts in the Village 

and downtown central business district; now, therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED THAT, Ralph Marsocci, Mayor, is hereby authorized to submit a New York Main Street 

grant application to the New York State Office of Community Renewal for the purpose of revitalizing the 

Village of Bergen. 



 

A motion was made by Trustee Adams and seconded by Trustee Barclay to pass the resolution.  The 

motion was passed by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

Old Business 

 

Bonduelle Lease Agreement 

The lease agreement was reviewed by the Board.  Trustee Adams asked if the Plant is sold if this 

agreement would stay in affect.  Mr. Gale confirmed that it would. 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Cooper and Seconded by Trustee Adams to approve the Lease 

Agreement with Bonduelle USA for the use of Church St. building by the Bergen Electric Department.  

The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

Park Festival 

Everything is set for Park Festival.  The dedication of the back pavilion to the fire department is set for 

12:45.  Mayor Marsocci will order the plaque.  Next year is the 200
th
 anniversary of the establishment of 

the Town of Bergen, so the festival will be expanded. 

 

IEEP Insulation Program 

Mr. Gale provided the Board with up to date information on the Insulation Program.  There are enough 

funds left to do one more home.  The information will go out in the next newsletter for people who would 

be interested. 

 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Cooper and seconded by Trustee Barclay adjourn the meeting.  

The motion was carried by the following vote: 

   

 Deputy Mayor Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Morgante - aye 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cortney W. Gale 

Village Administrator 


