
Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

Of the Village of Bergen at  

7:00pm July 13
th

 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Marsocci at 7:00pm with the 

following present: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - absent 

Trustee Adams  

Trustee Cooper 

Trustee Donovan 

 

Also present were: Cortney Gale, Ken Steinmetz, Don Donnelly, and Tim Ruffin. 

 

Approval of Bills 

A motion to approve the bills was made by Trustee Cooper and seconded by Trustee Donovan.  The 

motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion to approve the meeting minutes for June 22
nd

 2011 was made by Trustee Adams and seconded 

by Trustee Cooper.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

Mayor’s Report 

MEUA Western Regional – The Village of Bergen hosted the event on June 29
th

 it was a big 

success with over 80 attendees.  President of the MEUA Joe Chimino instituted an annual fund 

raiser at the Annual Meeting in September to raise money for a charity of the President’s choice.  

Joe picked the Gilliam Grant Community Center as this year’s charity. The Board’s attendance 

meant a lot to Joe and was very appreciated. 

MEUA Annual Meeting in Saratoga – Joe’s last meeting as President will be the Annual 

Meeting in Saratoga Springs, September 13-16.  It would be great if some Board Members 

and/or employee could attend part of the meeting. 

LED Lights – Scott Keister from GottoGo Electric gave a presentation on LED Lights that was 

very impressive.  In 5-6 years we should begin to replace out street lights with LED.  They use 

less energy and have a 15 year warranty. 

Verizon Phone Bill – Verizon Wireless has not yet responded to the latest request to decrease 

May’s phone bill.  They have agreed to reduce it by $200 so far.  Mayor Marsocci will continue 

to contact them. 

 



Insulation Program – Funds for the Insulation Program has been received, the next step is to 

review the list of residents to determine the best energy saving.  The residents will then be 

contacted. 

Millseat Landfill Open House – The annual open house is July 28
th

 3-7pm. 

 

Deputy Mayor Report 

Tree City - Researched some opportunities available to us with membership to Tree City (expires May, 

2012).  They include brochures, park planting plans, 10 free nursery trees (Colorado Blue Spruces, Trees 

Mix. Wild Bird Garden, Oak Trees ,White Pines,  Redbuds ,Norway Spruces, Autumn Classics, White 

Firs, White Dogwoods,  Douglas firs) we could plant near DPW until larger.  Shagbark Hickory are 

available through the program.  I would like to work with Kevin and Rene’ to order what is available to 

us and have the village participate in the program membership. 

EPF Grants - Researched opportunities for grants for the village parks, but the application deadline for 

this round is Sept. 2011.  I would like to form a committee (Ken S., Cindy Favata, Cortney, Tim Ruffin, 

myself, and any others interested) to develop a parks plan (use, layout, plantings, structures, etc) so that 

we are prepared to complete the application process for Sept. 2012. 

Communications - Cortney and I discussed a couple of communications strategies that would keep the 

board regularly informed.  A suggestion is a weekly summary (used with past board) sent by the 

administrator to board members of meetings, vacations, office activities, etc.   

Memorial Benches - Cindy Favata and I met to order three memorial benches; Beyer, Wilcox, and 

Howard.  Two of the benches will go in Carpenter Park, the third in Ward Park.  Cement pads will need to 

be installed for each.  I have included an order summary to show the costs; families will pay for the 

benches (except Beyer bench because previous arrangements were made) and the village will be 

responsible for the pads.   

Tulley Building - Ken S. will be investigating south wall repairs, final window replacements will be done 

this summer.  Cortney and I will work on a lease agreement to be used for rental store space and 

apartments. 

Meetings with Cortney - Tuesday mornings, 9:30 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

 The regular payment period for Village Property Taxes ended June 30
th
.  The penalty assessed for 

late payments are 5% for July and 1% for every month there after with a cap of 8%.  We currently 

have collected 92% of tax payments; there are 33 parcels owned by 29 individuals that remain 

unpaid. 

 The surveillance camera for Hickory Park is up and running.  There were a few problems that 

were worked out, one being that our server’s software wouldn’t allow certain commands to run.  

There is an issue with reception but everything seems to be working fine now, if necessary we 

can use a different antenna. 

 I contacted Laura Landers regarding closing the books for the end of the year.  She is planning on 

starting next week.  Once this is completed we will schedule the audit.   

 An extension was filed for the AUD, which is done every year.  The extension gives us an 

additional 60 days making the due date 10/1/11.  The PSC report isn’t due until 5/31/12. 

 Information and articles for the August newsletter are due Monday July 18th; Electric bills will 

be mailed on July 21st and are due August 10
th
.  Sewer bills will be mailed on August 1

st
 are due 

August 31
st
. 

 There were an abnormally high amount of residents on the shutoff list this month, 10 services 

were turned off.  We instituted a new policy to cut down on the amount of people, especially 



repeat offenders, on the shut off list.  Effective July 1
st
 we require payment in full plus the usual 

$30 fee to have power restored.   

 Unison presented the Village with a proposal to purchase an easement around the Crown Castle 

cell tower.  I emailed Crown Castle the proposal; within 15 minutes they called with proposals of 

their own.  Dan Bryson is currently reviewing all proposals. 

 I spoke to Jim Tammarow from NYS Archive and Maureen Palumbo from the Office of 

Community Renewal regarding our Grant applications.  Neither would give me an indication of 

where we stand.  In both cases we won’t hear anything until fall. 

 Two individuals have been sent to collections for non-payment of electric bills for a total of 

$412.30.  The total amount sent to collection in the 2010-11 fiscal year was $5,054.44.  Previous 

years amounts were – 2009-10 = $5,993.10, 2008-9 = $3,250.92, 2007-8 = $5,950.40,  

 

DPW Supervisor’s Report 

 Spring Street ditch cleanout in progress, old culvert found and repaired need to finish grading and 

cleanup as water recedes. 

 Clinton street tree removal is complete, will schedule with Churchville to borrow grinder for 

stump. Will set up multiple jobs to complete at the same time. 

 Sink for the bathrooms in the park have come in, we will install early next week. 

 Camera installed and we will install the new slide tomorrow. 

 U M children’s church group will paint flowers on bathrooms at Hickory Park Wed 7/2Oand8/1O 

 Lawn Medic to spray weed killer at pump stations, electric bldg, sewer plant, parks and office 

including Main Street. 

 13 Hunter Street, Sewer snake unsuccessful only got part way in. Will inquire with Akron to 

borrow their camera. 

 Plant working well, will work on aerators to reduce algae buildup and maintain retention pond. 

 

CEO/ZEO Report 

CODE ENFORCEMENT / BUILDING INSPECTOR REPORT 

Number of Inspections 20 

Number of Building Permits Issued 2 

Number of Building C.O / C.C Issued 1 

Number of Zoning Complaints Filed 4 

Number of Zoning Complaints Resolved 4 

Number of Appearance Tickets Issued 0 

Number of Fire Inspections 0 

 Have implemented new complaint form that includes a line for a signature pursuant to village 

code section 210 

 We have designed a “GUIDELINES FOR VILLAGE OF BERGEN INSPECTIONS” handout 

that will help residents better understand what inspections are necessary and when to call for 

inspections specific to their project both documents are attached to this report for your review 

 Notice an increase in phone calls from residents inquiring about building permit process  

 

Privilege of the Floor 

Don Donnelly –  

DPW Employees Mr. Donnelly thanked DPW employees for doing a good job cleaning the brush from 

his yard and for fixing the tire tracks that were caused by the septic truck backing onto his yard.  

CEO/ZEO - He also thanked CEO/ZEO Ken Kuter for his job around town, especially with the 

unregistered vehicles on LeRoy St.   



Spring St - Mr. Donnelly would like to see the ditch on Spring St cleaned out and maintained.   

Refuse Tags - He inquired about the rationale behind the switch from the Village selling garbage bags to 

tags, he feels that it could cause problems if residents purchase cheap garbage bags that rip causing 

garbage to litter the ground. 

 

Ruffin –  

Drainage Lines – Mr. Ruffin asked to receive a copy of the sewer system map as he is installing drainage 

pipes in his back yard.  To ensure that there are no problems in the future he will run the pipes in a 

different direction. 

Village Tree in Municipal Parking Lot – There are a number of stumps in the Municipal Parking Lot 

that need to be grinded.  Also, there is a dead tree between his fence and the parking lot.  He asks that it 

not be cut down as it is the only things blocking his back yard from the parking lot. 

Black Creek Watershed – A graduate student from Brockport College preformed a study that shows 

Bergen’s sewer plant as a polluter of the Black Creek.  Mr. Ruffin would like information showing when 

construction on the new plant began and when it went on-line.  The student has been asked to continue 

her study of the area to determine if the current plant is polluting the creek. 

Park Committee – The first meeting of the Bergen Park Committee was July 12
th
 and was well attended.  

Mr. Ruffin would like to see the park in the hands of the residents so they take more interest in the park.  

They discussed many ideas and are all excited to get started.  Mr. Ruffin asked the board for funds to put 

on programs, he asked for $150-$200 a month for the 6 months that the Parks are usable.  The Board will 

review the budget and let Mr. Ruffin know at the next meeting. 

Bank Accounts – Mr. Ruffin asked if the funds raised should be given to the Village or should the 

committee have their own business accounts.  Mr. Gale was asked to call NYCOM for the answer. 

 

Trustee Concerns 

Adams  

Village of Bergen Sign – Bushes under the Village of Bergen sign near the Fire Department are dead, we 

may be able to get a partial refund from Salmon Creek. 

Garbage pick up – Trustee Adams wants to make sure the issue of free or reduced garbage pick up 

through the Host Community Agreement isn’t dropped.  Mayor Marsocci stated that he is setting a 

meeting with Waste Management and Monroe County. 

Communication – Would like to see a weekly update sent to the Village Board. 

 

Cooper  

Union – Met with labor attorney regarding the Union response when the negotiation meeting was 

cancelled.  A letter and e-mail was sent to the Union representative with no response. 

Donovan  

Tree City – Called the National Arbor Day Foundation to inquire if the Village of Bergen is considered a 

Tree City. Will meet with Deputy Mayor Barclay who has information on the Tree City program. 

Alfred State – Pursuing an Alfred State  professor to use Bergen as a model for a Comprehensive plan 

for his class.  

 

New Business 

Employees Healthcare Options 

Mr. Gale presented the Board with preliminary information on alternative health insurance plans.  The 

Board will review the information and wait to see proposals from the companies who provide the plans. 

 

Resolution for Road Closing 

RESOLUTION – 2011 - 07 



(Jenny Kuzma Memorial Bergen 5k Race) 

The following motion was made by Trustee Cooper and seconded by Trustee Adams and was carried by 

the following vote: 

 

  Mayor Marsocci - aye   Trustee Adams - aye    

  Trustee Cooper - aye   Trustee Donovan - aye 

     

 WHEREAS, THE Jenny Kuzma Memorial Bergen 5k Race, is scheduled on Saturday, August 

13, 2011 at 8:30 am,  

 WHEREAS, the proposed race route is along Route 19, Route 262, Kaymar Dr., Winterbury Ln., 

Canterbury Ln., Trisha Ln., Emily Ct., Buffalo St., Rochester St., Route 33 and Park View Dr. located 

within the Village of Bergen, 

 WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Bergen, New York, has determined that it is 

necessary to close Route 19, Route 262, Kaymar Dr., Winterbury Ln., Canterbury Ln., Trisha Ln., Emily 

Ct., Buffalo St., Rochester St., Route 33 and Park View Dr. within the Village of Bergen between in order 

to adequately protect the health, safety and welfare of the participants in the race and the spectators along 

the route, and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the Village Board 

of the Village of Bergen, New York that Route 19, Route 262, Kaymar Dr., Winterbury Ln., Canterbury 

Ln., Trisha Ln., Emily Ct., Buffalo St., Rochester St., Route 33 and Park View Dr. shall be closed within 

the Village of Bergen, New York between on Saturday, August 13
th
 from 8:30pm in order to permit the 

passage of a race along said route, and 

 The Village of Bergen will be responsible for obtaining all proper permits from the New York 

State Department of Transportation and to notify the Genesee County Sheriff and the Bergen Fire 

Department and to comply with all requirements of said agencies.  The Village of Bergen will also take 

the responsibility to make all necessary arrangements for traffic control (barricades, flag persons, signs, 

etc…). 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that said road shall be reopened to passage 

of vehicular traffic as soon as it is practicable after the conclusion of said race. 

 The Administrator hereby certifies that this is a true and complete copy of this resolution passed 

by the Board of Trustees at its Regular Meeting on July 13
th
, 2011. 

 

Old Business 

Cell Tower Proposals 

The Board reviewed proposals from Unison and Crown Castle regarding the Cell Tower on Village 

property.  They information was sent to Village Attorney Dan Bryson for his review.  The topic was 

tabled until Mr. Bryson’s returns his opinion. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Cooper and seconded by Trustee Donovan to adjourn the meeting.  The 

motion was carried by the following vote: 

   

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:50pm     Respectfully submitted, 

Cortney W. Gale 

Village Administrator 


