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Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

Of the Village of Bergen at  

7:00pm December 14
th

 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Marsocci at 7:00pm with the 

following present: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay  

Trustee Adams  

Trustee Cooper 

Trustee Donovan 

 

Also present were: Cortney Gale, Ken Steinmetz, Grace Gallivan, Bob Fox and Tina Wilcox 

Approval of Bills 

 

A motion to approve the bills was made by Deputy Mayor Barclay and seconded by Trustee Donovan.  

The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion to approve the meeting minutes for November 24th was made by Trustee Adams and seconded 

by Deputy Mayor Barclay.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

 Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

Mayor’s Report 

 

 Attended the Genesee Associations of Municipalities (GAM) meeting on Tuesday December 12
th
 

at the Rose Garden.  The association is working on a self insured healthcare program 

 Met with the Plant Manager of Allen’s Foods.  The plant is being put up for sale but the owner 

advised that if it is not sold that they would be running it next year. 

 Finished the Emergency Plan with Mr. Steinmetz 

 The beam work on the Tulley Building is going well, I beam is complete with one to go 

 Met with Bob Fox regarding the Village audit 

 

Deputy Mayor Report 

Tulley Building 
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 Beam replacement work is underway, scheduled to be completed by Dec. 25th 

 Work will begin after January 1
st 

to prepare the basement for construction of the archive 

storage room. 

LGRMIF Grant 

 We have been awarded $27,0458 for support staff salaries, supplies and materials, and the 

construction of our document storage facility in the Tulley Building. As per the agreement made at 

the time of the application, the work will be completed and paperwork submitted to the State 

Education Dept. by June 30, 2012. Estimates for the cement slab (village commitment to the 

project) are being investigated, Cortney and I are investigating candidates for the temporary 

staff position which will be paid for by the grant, a meeting with Gail Fisher (regional director 

LGRMIF) will be set up to review the administrative requirements of the grant, and a schedule for 

work will be established. 

 Project Director — Deputy Mayor Barclay, Administrative Assistant — Cortney Gale 

Village Tree Board 

 The Village Tree Board met on Dec 6: we have designed a village tree survey and tree application 

form as per the requirements of the Village Tree Ordinance. 

 A village tree survey will be completed in the spring; Kevin Donovan has contacted the BBHS to 

discuss the possibility of the AP Biology students participating in the survey. 

 Proclamation submitted for board approval. 

 Application for Tree City membership will be submitted by Friday, 12/16 

 Next meeting: Jan 10, 2012 at 9am 

Christmas Tree Lighting and Lighting Contest 

 It was estimated that close to 200 participated in the event! Thank you notes were sent by the 

village and myself to everyone who helped with the festivities. 

 Judging for Holiday Decorating Contest Dec 15
th
, prizes: 1

st 
$50, 2

nd
$30, 3

rd
 $20. Eleven 

contestants have signed up. 

 

Administrator’s Report 

Accounting 

 All monthly State and Federal reports were filled on time and in good order. 

 November month end process is nearly complete. 

Cell Tower 

 I was contacted again regarding the Cell tower.  They have added an immediate rent increase to 

their offer.  They would increase the rent from $1731.67 to $2000 a month with a scheduled 

increase of 4% coming in March making it $2080 instead of $1800.94.  The increase would be 

$3,348.72 for next year.  Plus the prior offer of a percentage of new tenants placed on the tower. 

Electric & Sewer Billing/Shutoffs 

 There were no Electric shut offs for the 3
nd

 consecutive month.   

 Electric payments were due tomorrow December 12th. 

 The next electric billing is Wednesday December 22
nd

.   

 We received two payments for HEAP.  The payment caught up a lot of customers in arrears 

Tree Lighting Ceremony 

 It went great! There was a lot more people than I expected.  It was a great team effort 

Elections 

 The next step for the March 20
th
 election is for the Board to adopt a resolution for the location of 

the polling place and that there is no village registration day. I will have the resolutions for the 

next board meeting. 
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Budgeted Revenue 

 Received $72,020.96 in sales tax for the 3
rd

 quarter, which is an increase of $3,536.98 from last 

year.   

 Received $2,372.72 in mortgage taxes and fees, which is an increase of $44.73 from last year. 

 We are on target for what was budgeted for both Mortgage and Sales Tax in the General Fund. 

Eviction Process 

 I spoke to NYCOM regarding the eviction process; it has to go through the court system.  I am 

working with Dan Bryson to get the initial steps started.  The tenant’s step-father paid $200 

towards November rent. 

Quick Points 

 Tina started in her full time capacity on December 5
th
.  She will be working for the town on 

nights and weekends. 

 I have been working on a calendar that has Village, Town, and School information along with 

important dates. 

 

DPW Supervisor’s Report 

 

 Stray voltage testing is 98% complete. Thanks to Churchville for equipment loan. 

 Underground Survey and Infrared Scan in progress, so far 5 problems were identified and taken care 

of. 

 Hart Subdivision underground electric project going well, there were a couple issues with Frontier 

Communication’s cables that were resolved. 

 Fire hydrant stakes were installed, leaves have been picked up, and DPW equipment has been rearranged 

and winter equipment ready to go. 

 Beam replacement on the Tulley Building is going well. 

 Septic tank cleaning is done for the year. 

 Chris will be covering the Sewer Plant during Bruce’s vacation from 12/21 through 1-3. 

 Met with Genesee County regarding the GIS system 

 

CEO/ZEO Report 

 

Number of Inspections 12 

Number of Building Permits Issued 3 

Number of Building C.0 / C.0 Issued 2 

Number of Zoning Complaints Filed 0 

Number of Zoning Complaints Resolved 2 

Number of Appearance Tickets Issued 0 

Number of Fire Inspections 1 

 

Plan on sending out notices for inspections for the public assembly occupancies by the second week of 

December, along with the notice is a checklist that property owners will have in advance of the inspection 

so they can take a pro active approach to help them achieve compliance to the NYS Fire Code. 

 

Privilege of the Floor 
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Thomas Williamson asked the board about the beam replacement work on the Tulley Building, 

specifically why a contractor would be using the Village’s welding equipment and not their own.   

Mr. Steinmetz replied that he made a decision to allow them to use the equipment to prevent a 

delay in work, as it would have taken the crew at least an hour to get their equipment.   

 

 

Trustee Concerns 

Trustee Adams 

 Inquired if the Host Community Agreement was passed by the Monroe County Legislature. 

 Did Mayor Maroscci discuss with the Town if they would share any of the tipping fee with the 

village or with Waste Management about lower cost on refuse pick up 

 

Mayor Marsocci replied that he has not yet heard if Monroe County has approved the HCA.  The whole 

tipping fee will be placed in the Town’s ―Town Wide‖ budget which benefits the Village.  If there were 

questions about the tipping fee they should have been brought up at the joint meeting with the town.  He 

will talk to Waste Management when he gets word that the HCA was approved.   

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay 

 Would like the minutes to be e-mailed out to residents that request them.  It was being done 

before the website was completed.  The email could contain a link to the minutes on the website. 

 

New Business 

Audit Overview 

 Bob Fox, from EFP Rothenberg, prepared an overview of the Annual Update Document for the 

boards review.  The three page report broke down the Village’s assets and liabilities as well as 

categorized expenses.  Mr. Fox  praised the office staff for the progress they have made especially with 

the problems they encounter with Enhanced Accounting Software.   

 

Level 1 PC December Rent 

 Mr. Gale brought to the Board’s an issue with the renter of the former ―Mom’s Mall.‖  With the 

work being done to the Tulley Building, the renter’s storefront is closed off.  He is losing business during 

the Christmas season.  With half his store partitioned off with plastic making it cold and loud from the 

construction work, it makes for an unfriendly work environment.   

 The Board agreed to charge Level 1 PC only $100 rent for December and pay for his electic. 

 

Arbor Day Proclamation 
 

Whereas, In 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a special 

day set aside for the planting of trees, and 

Whereas, the holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than a million 

trees in Nebraska, and 

Whereas, Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world, and 

Whereas, trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, lower our heating 

and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen, and provide 

habitat for wildlife, and 

Whereas, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel for our fires,  

countless other wood products, and 
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Whereas, trees in our village increase property values, enhance economic vitality of business areas, 

and beautify our community, and 

Whereas,  trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal, 

 

OW, THEREFORE, WE: Ralph Marsocci MAYOR AND Virginia Adams, Anna Marie Barclay, Paul Cooper, 
and Kevin Donovan, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

of the 

VILLAGE OF BERGEN, NY 

DO HEREBY PROCLAIM MAY 21, 2011 

AS 

Arbor Day 

in the Village of Bergen, NY, and we urge all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day and to support 

efforts to protect our trees and woodlands, and 

Further, We urge all citizens to plant and care for trees to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of 

this and future generations. 

 

 

Appointment of Registrar of Vital Statistics 

 With the re-election of Michelle Smith as Town Clerk it was necessary to re-appoint her as 

Registrar of Vital Statistics.  The Board voiced their concerns about her recent request to be paid $10 per 

copy she supplies.  It was decided that since the Town is keeping the $10 from each copy Mrs. Smith 

should be paid by the Town.   

 

A motion was made by Trustee Donovan and seconded by Trustee Adams to appoint Michelle Smith as 

the Village’s Registrar of Vital Statistics.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Cooper - nay 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

Old Business 

 

Grant Writer 

 The Board discussed if a grant writer was needed, where the funds would come from and who 

should be chosen.  Trustee Cooper stated if the Village selected J. O’Connell that we would be under 

contract for $26,000 a year and then there would be extras like engineering reports.  Trustee Adams asked 

if there was money in the budget.  Mr. Gale said the budget was made to be tight and that the funds would 

almost definitely have to come from Contingency.   

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Adams and seconded by Deputy Mayor Barclay to contract with 

J.O’Connell & Associates for two years in the amount of $26,000 per year.  The motion was carried by 

the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  
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 Trustee Cooper - nay 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

Cell Tower Proposal 

 Mr. Gale informed the Board that he has been in touch with Crown Castle regarding the lease on 

the Cell Phone Tower.  The newest proposal is a share of rent from new tenants and an immediate 

monthly tower rent increase from $1,731.67 to $2,000 with the regularly scheduled increase of 4% 

coming in March making it $2,080.  Mr. Gale stated that he believes that this is the best offer the Village 

would receive, stressed the importance of this revenue stream, and would like to see the agreement 

extended to ensure the continuance of the revenue. 

 The board requested that Crown Castle submit an agreement for their review. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Donovan and seconded by Deputy Mayor Barclay to  adjourn the 

meeting.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

   

 Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cortney W. Gale 

Village Administrator 


