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Public Hearing and Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

Of the Village of Bergen at  

6:45pm October 26
th

 2011 

 

Public Hearing 

A Public Hearing of the Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Marsocci at 6:45pm with the 

following present: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay  

Trustee Adams  

Trustee Cooper 

Trustee Donovan 

 

Also present were: Cortney Gale, Ken Steinmetz, Ken Kuter, Lisa Flanagan, and Cyndi Utter 

 

Mayor Marsocci opened the Public Hearing by opening the floor for questions.   

 

Mrs. Flanagan and Mrs. Utter asked the Board what the policy is on trimming trees in the right of way.  

Mrs. Flanagan’s home has a tree that is leaning over her roof, she would like it trimmed if possible. 

 

With no other questions the Public Hearing was closed at 6:59pm and a Regular Meeting of the Board of 

Trustees was opened at 7:00pm 

 

Regular Meeting 

Approval of Bills 

 

A motion to approve the bills was made by Trustee Donovan and seconded by Trustee Cooper.  The 

motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion to approve the meeting minutes for October 12
th
 2011 was made by Deputy Mayor Barclay and 

seconded by Trustee Adams.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

 Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 
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Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Marsocci deferred his report as it will be discussed during Old Business. 

 

 

Deputy Mayor Report 

Tulley Building 

 The back apartment on the 2
nd 

floor of the Tulley Building will be refurbished over the next few 

weeks. Ken S and I surveyed the apartment and determined work to be done. Cost should be no 

more than $1500 to complete.   

 Estimates for beam replacement on south wall have not all been received. 

Village Tree Board 

 The Village Tree Board (Ed Adams, Anna Marie Barclay, Kevin Donovan, Ken Steinmetz, and 

Rene' Vurraro) will meet at 9:30am Tuesday, Nov 1 to discuss future plans. 

 Application for Tree City membership will be worked on.  

Christmas Tree Lighting 

 December 2, 2011, 6:45pm 

 Flyers will be made up to send home with elementary students, notice on website, Tri-County 

 Do we want to reinstate the Decorating Contest? 

CAD Board Meeting 

 Attended meeting on 10/18/11, board accepted host agreement with town of Bergen, Fire Dept., 

and school district. Copies of agreement were to be sent to all parties. 

Grant Writers 

 Spoke with representative form Village of Bath. Town of Clarkson, and Village of Holley 

concerning their experiences working with J. O'Connell and Associates Grant Consultants. Each 

was complimentary of the group; their work ethic, professionalism, dependability, and pro-active 

approach to gathering information, seeking out appropriate grants, and submitting grants. Each 

recommended the village seriously consider working with this organization. 

 Spoke with Jean O'Connell concerning contract length and cost.  

Mural 

 Called Artistic Homeowner, company that did the mural in the boardroom, to see if they could 

help us out with an outdoor mural. They are looking into it and will get back to us. 

Memorial Benches 

 Installation will take place this fall; Beyer in Carpenter Park, Wilcox and Howard benches in 

Zuber Park. 

Weekly Meetings with Cortney 

 Oct 18, Oct 25 — employee review form, sewer referendum, audit, committee recognition, Tree 

Lighting, etc. 

 

Administrator’s Report 

Accounting 

 All monthly State and Federal reports were filled on time and in good order. 

 We are getting to the finish line on the accounting clean up.  It is looking like our ―magic‖ 

number is $701.00; if it continues with the October statement then we’ll know we are on track. 

Website 

 I added a section for Local Laws and Resolutions that may be of interest. 

 A Facebook page was created and linked to the site 

 Zoning Law was added to the site as well. 

 Traffic on the site remains constant, about 450 unique users per month viewing 1000 pages. On 

average 17,000 hits a month. 

Electric & Sewer Billing/Shutoffs 
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 Shut offs are Wednesday November 2
nd

 regular electric payments are due on November 10
th
. As 

we are now in the cold weather months Public Service Commission (PSC) mandates that our 

procedures for shut offs change, which include giving a list to Social Services of the individuals 

who are being shut off 72 hours before and lineman must knock on the doors to inform the 

resident that their power will be turned off. 

 Applications for HEAP can be accepted as on November 16
th
 with emergency applications 

beginning January 3
rd

 2012.  The state has increased the income level for more people to qualify.  

We participating in a HEAP conference call on 11/2 at 10:00am. 

 Sewer bills will be mailed on October 31
st
. 

Request For Proposal (RFP) 

Full GASB 34 audit - This would require an extensive narrative report and the recording of fixed 

assets that do not currently appear in your Annual Update Document.  I do not recommend this as 

it is overkill for what we need in my opinion. 

Regulatory Basis Audit - This is an audit of your Annual Update audit.  If the Trustees want a 

true audit, this would result in a full formal report with footnotes, review and testing of 

procedures, and an internal control letter. 

Regulatory Basis Review - This would involve analytic reviews of the numbers on your Annual 

Update Audit, but it would not involve a review and testing of Village procedures.   

 Agreed-upon Procedures - This would allow the CPA and Trustees to select areas to be 

tested and reviewed and to designate the type of reporting the Trustees desire.  

NYS Office of the State Comptroller Risk Assessment - NYS is now starting to conduct risk 

assessment reviews and if they deem it necessary and/or appropriate they could extend it into a 

full audit.  We have already had a Risk Assessment that hasn’t yet extended into a full audit. 

Quick Points 

 Attendance for the Workman’s Compensation Workshop on 11/3? 

 Steve Hawley’s Albany Government Conference May 2012 

 

DPW Supervisor’s Report 

 Chris completed training He is now a 3a certified operator. A formal note in the 

newsletter would be appropriate.   

 Pump station Eric stated that as of 10/21 the parts are 2 weeks out. The pumps should be 

here sooner if an emergency arises.   

 Underground electric project. All parts are in and should start very soon before snow flies.   

 Last brush pickup was Monday we will pick up Christmas trees on 1/9/12 (weather 

permitting).  We will resume regular pickup in April. Trucks are being setup for winter. 

  Sidewalks dug and formed WILL be poured on Friday.   

 Ken completed training for paving and road maintained. And traffic control devices. 

Excellent training and very applicable to our needs.   

 Continued research into sewer inspection camera and options for catch basin cleaning and 

repair. 

Trustee Concerns 

Trustee Adams  

 There will be a fund raiser for Patty Ireland at the St. Brigid Catholic Church on Saturday 

October 30
th
 at 6:00pm.  Patty was injured in an automobile accident. 

Trustee Donovan 



119 
 

 Reviewed the Black Creek Watershed strategies for the different sections of the creek with 

regards to phosphorus levels.  There isn’t a mandate yet by DEC for testing for phosphorus. 

 Has heard a lot about the NYS Tax cap many say to pass the Local Law that allows the Village to 

ignore the tax cap even if we do not intend to raise taxes more than 2%.  It will remove the 

reporting requirements that the Village could be penalized on it done incorrectly. 

Trustee Adams spoke to Representative Bob Bausch who said that we should absolutely pass the Local 

Law. 

 

Mayor Marsocci  

 Joint Meeting with Town to be held in the Village Hall at 5:00pm on November 23
rd

. 

 

New Business 

Procurement Policy 

 Mr. Gale informed the Board that the state has increased its suggested amounts for procurement.  

Equipment increased from $10,000 to $20,000 and Projects increased from $20,000 to $35,000 

before it is necessary to go out for bid.   

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Barclay and seconded by Trustee Cooper to adopt the changed 

suggested by the State into the Village’s Procurement Policy.  The motion was carried by the following 

vote: 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

Old Business 

Host Community Agreement 

Trustee Adams reported that the CAD Board had approved the Host Community Agreement and felt that 

the Village Board should approve the agreement.  Deputy Mayor Barclay who also attended the meeting 

on the Board’s behalf agreed.  Mayor Marsocci stated that the Town of Bergen approved the agreement at 

their Tuesday meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Barclay and seconded to by Trustee Adams that the Village 

Resolve, by Resolution #2011-11, to approve the Host Community Agreement.  The motion was carried 

by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

Building Permit Fee Schedule Changes  

The Board discussed the changes proposed by the committee of Trustee Adams and Donovan to the fee 

schedule for Building Permits.  A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Barclay and seconded by Trustee 

Cooper to except the changes to the fee schedule.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  
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 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

Tulley Building 

The Board received three bids to reinforce the south wall of the Tulley Building by BBT Construction, 

Dilcher Excavating & Contracting, and Henry Isaacs Quality Home Remodeling.  The Board discussed 

the prices of each quote and the merit of each contract before tabling the discussion until clarification 

could be made of the discrepancy in steel beam length between the bids.  A meeting was set for Friday 

October 28
th
 to award the bid.  

 

Grant Writer 

At the next meeting on November 9
th
 2011 Eric Wies and representatives from Municipal Solutions will 

give a presentation about their Grant Writing program.  A decision will be made a later date as to which 

grant writer to go with. 

 

Tree Ordinance 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Barclay and seconded by Trustee Cooper to accept the Tree 

Ordinance.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

  Deputy Mayor Barclay – aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Cooper – aye 

 Trustee Donovan – aye 

 

Executive Session  

Executive session was requested by Administrator Cortney Gale to discuss employee matters related to 

the position to part-time Deputy Treasurer. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Cooper and seconded by Trustee Donovan to enter executive session and 

allow Mr. Gale to participate.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan – aye 

 

The Board entered Executive Session at 8:40pm 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Barclay and seconded by Trustee Cooper to exit Executive 

Session.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan – aye 

 

The Board exited Executive Session at 8:57.  There were no votes or actions taken. 
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A motion was made by Trustee Cooper and seconded by Trustee Donovan to adjourn the meeting.  The 

motion was carried by the following vote: 

   

 Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:58pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cortney W. Gale 

Village Administrator 


