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Regular Meeting 

Of the Board of Trustees 

Of the Village of Bergen at  

7:00pm October 12
th

 2011 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Marsocci at 7:00pm with the 

following present: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay  

Trustee Adams  

Trustee Cooper 

Trustee Donovan 

 

Also present were: Cortney Gale, Ken Steinmetz, Dan Bryson, Jean O’Connell, and Grace Gallivan. 

 

Executive Session 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Cooper and seconded by Deputy Mayor Barclay to enter into Executive 

Session to discuss Employee Matters related to the Deputy Clerk position and allow Mr. Gale and Mr. 

Bryson to participate.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

The Board entered Executive Session at 7:02pm 

 

A Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Barclay and seconded by Trustee Cooper to exit Executive 

Session.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

The Board exited Executive Session at 7:50pm 

 

Approval of Bills 

 

A motion to approve the bills, excluding Colonial Windows payment of $5336, was made by Deputy 

Mayor Barclay and seconded by Trustee Donovan.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 
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 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion to approve the meeting minutes for September 28
th
 2011was made by Trustee Cooper and 

seconded by Deputy Mayor Barclay.  The motion was carried by the following vote: 

 

 Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams - aye 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

Mayor’s Report 

 

Sewer Plants Refund  

 Spoke to Eric Wies, contractors Kruger and Keister are still discussing if they are willing to pay 

back the Village for funds used because of the problems at the Sewer Plant.  They may be willing 

to provide Preventative Maintenance work instead of cash. 

Grant Writer 

 Municipal Solutions also provides Grant Writing services.  Would like to have them come in to 

give the Board with a second option. 

Insulation Program 

 Everything is set with the Insulation Program.  Letters will be sent out and work will begin.  Will 

follow letters up with a phone call. 

Tulley Apartments 

 There are people interested in both available apartments.  Will only rent one until beam is replace 

on the side of the building. 

Fire Department Contract  

 The Fire Department submitted their 2012 budget for the Board’s review.  Please review the 

budget, the department will be on hand at the joint meeting for contract approval. 

Gibson Place Lift Station Pumps 

 The new pumps have been ordered but are not in yet.  Works will proceed once they arrive. 

Electric Shut off Fee 

 The fee to turn a resident’s power on after it has been shut off due to non-payment should be 

increased.  Would like Mr. Gale to contact other municipalities to find out how much they charge 

and if we would have to change our Tariff. 

Marian Partridge Retirement Celebration 

 Marian Partride’s last meeting on the Planning Board is November 16
th
 a celebration will be held 

at that time with light refreshments.  A plaque should be made and presented to her at that time. 

Pavilion Dedication 

 The Back Pavilion in Hickory Park is not names after anyone, would like to see it dedicated at 

this year’s Park Festival.  Suggests Roy Hill.  But will open it to members of the Community to 

nominate people. 

 

Deputy Mayor Report 

Tulley Building 

 Two estimates have been submitted for the replacement of the beam in the south wall of the Tulley 

Building. 

Village Trees 

 A resolution for the creation of a village Tree Board (written by Rene' Vurraro) and a Village Tree 
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Ordinance (written by A. M. Barclay) are being submitted to the board for approval. These two 

documents are part of the Tree City application process. 

 The Village Tree City members for board approval are: Ed Adams (master gardener), Ken 

Steinmetz (DPW Supervisor), Rene' Vurraro (Village treasurer), Kevin Donovan (Village trustee), 

and Anna Marie Barclay (Deputy Mayor). 

Mums 

 Ken S. and I planted the mums, donated by Mr. Lawrence, in the plant boxes around the trees in 

the parking lot of Hickory Park. Mr. Lawrence was very pleased that the community will enjoy 

them. 

Christmas Tree Lighting 

 The girl scouts will be making songbooks and candy cane reindeer for the celebration. Would the 

board consider funding the materials for those projects? 

Weekly Meetings with Cortney 

 Oct 5, Oct 12 — discussed audit, sewer budget payments, noise ordinance, etc 

 

 

Administrator’s Report 

Accounting 

 I am happy to report that the Annual Update Document (AUD) was sent out, on time, September 

29
th
 with a sign of relief.  Now that it is complete we have turned our attention back to 

accounting.  We are now working within this Fiscal Year and are working backwards from 

September with our bank statements to double check our work. 

 Preparing a guide for next year while the information is fresh in my mind to make it easier.  I may 

also work with Tina to create an Excel Spreadsheet that will receive our financial information and 

translate those numbers into the appropriate lines on the AUD. 

 Prepping for the PSC which is due by May 31
st
 2012 

Electric Billing/Shutoffs 

 Shut off payments were due on October 4
th
 there were XX shutoffs.  Electric payments were due 

yesterday. 

Cell Tower 

 In you packets you will find the latest proposal from Crown Castle for the Cellular Tower.  As I 

predicted they are losing tenants due to mergers and need the Village to extend the lease for new 

tenants to be placed on the tower.  After a little back and forth they have agreed to provide 10% 

of the monthly rent of any new tenant they put on the tower.  This will provide us with additional 

revenue.   

RFP 

 I have been working on the RFP (Request for Proposal) to send to accountants for Audit Services.  

The RFP will be about 13 pages and include information about the Village, its finances and 

needs.  When they are returned I will sort them by price and set up interviews with board 

members to be included. 

Bulk Pickup  

 I contacted Heberle Disposal for a quote on an additional Bulk Pickup day as the board requested.  

A quote of $4150 was received; they stated that they lost money doing the Spring Pickup, 

collecting a total of 25 Tons! 

Bond Breakdown  

 Breakdown of the bonds due in November are included in your packets.  The total amount is 

$61,454.25 and does not include the Waste Water Treatment Plant principal payment. 

Workman’s Comp 
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 The Village received its 2011 bill for Workers Compensation Insurance in the amount of 

$31,650.59 which is up from $23,258.57 last year. 

Quick Points 

 Do we want to order calendars form the APPA like we did last year? 

 Ken Steinmetz and I have been working on the Emergency Plan 

 The Town has agreed to a joint newsletter and has sent two articles for our next issue 

 I have included my report on my classes at NYCOM 

 

DPW Supervisor’s Report 

 Parkveiw Drive going well will pave Thursday 10/13 

 Munger Street electric project completed without issue well done  

 Sidewalks and pad are dug out will pour on 10/21 

 Brush pickup delayed 1day 

 Plows and salt —yep, getting ready 

 Sewer plant paved, plant operation within set points 

 Chris training going very well last course next week 

 Future training and growth 

 Would like to purchase a new trash pump $1200. 

 Electric office/bathroom 

 Planted donated flowers 

 

CEO/ZEO Report 

Number of Inspections 8 

Number of Building Permits Issued 1 

Number of Building C.0 / C.0 Issued 2 

Number of Zoning Complaints Filed 1 

Number of Zoning Complaints Resolved 1 

Number of Appearance Tickets Issued 0 

Number of Fire Inspections 1 

 

Working on fee schedule proposal to present to the Board 

Denied BP 2011-0017 in that proposed detached 10' x 24' deck addition does not meet 10' side 

setback requirement for R-3 District 

 

Trustee Concerns 

Trustee Adams 

 Price of the Mural repairs are too high, will work on other possible solutions in the Spring. 

 

New Business 

Tree City Resolution & Appointments 

 A motion was made by Trustee Adams and seconded by Trustee Cooper to accept the resolution 

to create a Village of Bergen Tree Board and to appoint the following members to the Board for a three 

year term: 

  Kevin Donvan  Rene Vurraro  Anna Marie Barclay 

  Ken Steinmetz  Ed Adams 

The motion was carried by the following vote: 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 
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 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

The creation of the Tree Board is to fulfill a requirement to become a ―Tree City‖ which carries certain 

benefits to the Village. 

 

The Board also accepted the Village of Bergen Tree Ordinance to be voted on after a Public Hearing at 

6:45pm on October 26
th
. 

 

Fire Department Contract 

 Mayor Marsocci received a copy of the Fire Departments 2012 budget, he asked the Board to 

review the budget to be discussed at the next Board meeting. 

 

Sewer Bond Payment 

 Mr. Gale informed the Board that the Village has an option of paying a principal payment of 

$53,000 or $85,000 for the Waste Water Sewer Plant.  The payment would affect the permanent payment 

amount by $2000 a year.  Trustee Cooper suggested that the Village pay the minimum amount since it is a 

zero percent loan, the money saved could be useful in the tight sewer budget especially if the 20 years old 

sewer system starts deteriorating.    

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Adams and seconded by Deputy Mayor Barclay to pay the 

minimum payment of $53,000 on the Waste Water Sewer Plant Bond.  The motion was carried by the 

following vote: 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

Electric Building Office 

 A motion was made by Trustee Cooper and seconded by Deputy Mayor Barclay to build an 

addition on the Electric building for an office and bathroom. The motion was carried by the following 

vote: 

 

Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – nay 

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

Old Business 

 

J. O’Connell & Associates, Inc. Grant Writing 

 Jean O’Connell made a presentation to the Board about grant writing services.  She has been 

successful with other municipalities in the area.  Her fee would be $6500 a quarter for two years and 

would include unlimited grant writing.   

 

Cell Tower Proposal 



115 
 
 Mr. Gale presented the Board with a proposal from Crown Castle that would extend the lease 30 

years and provide monthly revenue for each new tenant that is placed on the tower.  The proposal was 

sent to Mr. Bryson for his review. 

Tulley Building Beam Replacement 

 The Board would like to proceed with the work on replacing the beam on the side of the Tulley 

building as soon as possible so that work can be completed by winter.  Renting of the apartment above the 

area will not be rented until the work is complete.  A third written quote will be received before the work 

is awarded to a contractor. 

 

Building Permit Fee Schedule 

 Tabled until the October 26
th
 meeting.  Trustee Adams requested that Code Enforcement Officer 

be present. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Adams and seconded by Deputy Mayor to adjourn the meeting.  The 

motion was carried by the following vote: 

   

 Deputy Mayor Barclay - aye 

 Trustee Adams – aye  

 Trustee Cooper - aye 

 Trustee Donovan - aye 

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 9:25 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cortney W. Gale 

Village Administrator 


